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5. Classification

Ownership of PropertyCheck as many boxes as apply) Category of PropertyCheck onlpne box)
[X] Private [] Building(s)
[] Publiclocal [X] District
[] Publicstate [] sSite
[] Publicfederal [] Structure
[] Object
Number of Resources within Proper{po not include previously listed resources in the count.)
Contributing Noncontributing
6 1 Buildings
1 Sites
Structures
Objects
6 2 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed the National Register 0

6. Function or Use

Historic FunctiongEnter categories from instructions.) Current FunctionsEnter categories from instructions.)
COMMERCIAS8pecialty Store COMMERCIAL/Specialty Store
COMMERCIAL/Restaurant DOMESTIC/Multiple Dwelling

RECREATION & CULTURE/Theater VACANT/NOT IN USE

DOMESTIC/Multiple Dwelling

7. Description

Architectural ClassificatioEnter categories from instructions.)
LATE 19 AND EARLY 2€CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS: Commercial Style

LATE 19AND 26 CENTURY REVIVALS: Classical Revival

LATE VICTORIAN: Queen Anne

Materials (enter categories from instructions.)
Principal exterior materials of the property: Brick
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Description

Summary Parag rap['BriefIy describehe general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, method of
construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indieatether the property has historic integrity.)

The Orchard Hill Commercial Historic Distrids located at the intersection of North4énd Hamilton
streetsapproximately two miles northwest of downtown Omaha, Douglas County, Nel{Fagkees 1
& 2). The districtincludessevenmasonrybuildingsthat anchor this intersectipsix contribute to the
district, and one noitontributing site formerly contained a commercial buildifgebuildingsrange in
construction date betweeirca 18% andcircal927 andexhibitmodesfarchitecturabtyles popular at the
turn of thetwentiethcenturyfrom Queen Anne to Commercial StylEhe district repesentsa typical
commercial cluster found along the Omaha streetcar sy3teebrick buildings maintain gedestrian
orientation with no setbackand range between one and two stories in heighé Orchard Hill
Commercial Historic Districtetains integrityand meets the registration requirements ofCarLine
Commercial Clustesubtype of the Streetcara @mmercial District popertytype documented in the
NStr eeatac &rommer ci al Devel opmelht in Omahao cover

Narrative Description(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property. Describe
contributing andnoncontributing resources if applicabje.

Setting

Northwest of downtown,hie Orchard Hill Commercial Historic Districsits within a predominantly
residential neighborhood of Omaldating to the turof-thetwentiethcentury The commercial cluster
occupies the northwest and southwest corners of the intersection of NBramdHamiltonstrees.
Walnut Hill Park andha city water reservoir occupy the block at the southeast corner of the intersection
thepark andeservoir hae beenat this locatiorsince the streetcar et non-historic gas station occupies
the northeast cornérNorth 40" Street jogs east and north as it intersects with Ham8togetat this
location.

Both North 40" and Hamiltorstreets are twavay with a single lana either direction{Photos lthrough
4). From 1887 to 1955, the streetcar system operated along the center of these streets. The street layol
allowed forthe design of the commercial development of thstrict The design of the street and its

'!Emily Lenhausen & Amaemdcammeroial Deldlopnment in D@dha, Nebraskaa(18686 0 ) , 0
National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Documentation Form (2862943

2Walnut Hill Park was listed in the National RegisteR013 as part of the Omaha Park and Boulevard Sy§aristine
Long and Emily Pettis [Mead & Huntfi Oma ha Par k and,0Bblat evaatd RBg@QilB.tmer nomin

3 Afilling station is first noted at this location in the 1962 Sanborn. Before this map;stawowoodframe store occupied
the site.
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relationship to thalistrict buildings remains highly intact. Today, the streets are paved with asphalt, and
no visible evidence remains withine pavement of thaistoricstreetcar track.

Parking occurs along the north side of Hamil®imeetand thewest side of North 40 Streetsouth of
Hamilton Street Wide mncrete sidewalkbne the public sides of théuildings. An eastwest alleyruns
along the properties north of Hamilton Stresd a norttsouth alleyruns along the west side tfe
parcelssouth of HamiltonStreet Landscaping in the district is minimahd consists of a grassy lawn
behind 40104012 HamiltorStreetand to the west of 1324330 North 4t} Street.

The district boundaries encompass most of the substantial commercial buddatgsd at this intersection
during the streetcar erBefining the north boundary is the midbck alley behindhe Hamilton Street
buildings; North 48 Street creates the east boundanythe south property line of 132830 North 4t
Streetdefines the south boundary. The nesthuth alley to the west of this building defines the south half
of the west boundary while the west property line of 14446 HamiltonStreetdefines the north half.
Historically, the lot immediately west of this bdithg wasvacant or contained a oistory wood frame
store building Figures3 through6), creating a natural west boundary to the corner. Today, the lots to the
west of the district on the north side of Hamil®tneetare either vacant or contasommercal buildings;
houses line Hamiltoi$treeton the southResidential buildings line North #0Street to the north and
south of the district.

The commercial cluster at North @@nd Hamilton streets exhibits characteristics commo@rtmha
streetcar era historic districtExtant buildings within this cluster are erte two-story brick buildings
built prior to 1955Photo ). The cluster occupsan intersectiothat saw streetcar activity between 1887
and1955 and the majority of functions within the individual resounaese commercial in nature from
specialty stores to restaurants to groceriesntertainmentBuildings along the north side of Hamilton
Streetabut each otheandsharezerosetback, which dlow their main entrances to open directly onto the
sidewalks(Photo 3. The street has a sixgix-foot rightof-way, wide enough tallow for streetcarg¢o
turn from/onto HamiltorStreetand also to allow for nestreetcar traffic to use the street simultaneously.
Automobilesutilized on-street parkingn front of the buildings rather than in dedicated fots.

Individual Resources

Of the followingeightresourcessixare considered contributing buildings to thstrict To be considered
contributing, the buildingkad to be documented to have bbaiit and/or substantially alteretliring the
period of significancegirca 18961955 Each buildingalsoretairs a majoity of its historicarchitectural
features, such as cornices, parapetserior materialsand roof pitchesStorefronts have been retained

4 Although undocumented and unknown, buried remnants of the track and former paving materials may exist under the
current paving.

SLenhausen & Loweghl iCommestciaét Davdd opment in Omaha, 0 F
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and minimally coveredpr compatibly designedonthistoric storefronts fill historic masonry openings.
The buildings each retain sufficient integrity of feelimgpd associatiofirom the districtt s per i od
significance.

40024004 Hamilton Street Contributing Building

(W. Stein Building/Piggly Wiggly/Safeway D009:0327024; DO09:032725
Photos:3 & 5

Legal Description:Parcel address is 4002.
Orchard Hill, Block 3, Lot 1, excluding an irregulg
portion of the north portion of the lot described as nof
76.4 east 29 feet, north 76 east 11.7 west 20 feet,|
north 68.7 west 8.3 feet.

Dates of Construction4002: ca. 1902 4004: 1922,
Combined: ca. 1942 ,
Building Description: The building today addresse

4002 Hamilton Streewasbuilt as two separate buildingsldressed 4002 and 4004 circa 1942the

ground floors of the two buildings were combinadda continuous storefront installethus, the twao
buildings are today one contributing resource.

Constructectirca 1902 the east half of thibuilding (4002 W. Stein Building is a(painted)brick two-

story, two-part commercial blockwith Queen Anne detailing and a corner entrafite rectangula
building has a flat roof behiraparapetThe buildingfaces both Hamilton Street to the south and N
40" Street to the easAt ground level, lte east third of thesouth facadeontairs arecessedorner
entranceaccessible from the south and edsbrick pier with stone base supports the corner of
building at this location An goplied garland motif adorns the pier capital on the south andTdees
entry itself faces southeast andnsiss of a pair of archedop doorsthe walls to the south and east
the door featuremall display windows witivooden bulkhead#\ mid-century storefront witlsoncrete
bulkheadspans the remainder of the ground leselith facad€described below)A metal cornice
separates thirst and uppestolies and wrag the first bay of the east facgdbe street namesdorn
the corners of this cornic@hree rectangularwindow bayswith stone sills and lintelsrganize the
symmetrical uppesouthfacade theoneoverone windows appear to be replacement units with ap|
muntins.A stone bandurmounts the masonry openingsting as the lintela narrow crown moldg

6 Although not part of the legal description, the current parcel address is recorded here for clarification and futurersesearch

7 William Stein operated a grogestore in 4004 in 1902, according to city directory from that year. Newspaper accounts
mention a Mrs. Egge living at 4002 in 1903. The 1904 city directory lists both Egge and Stein at this address.

8 Advertisement irDmaha Morning Be€9 November 19228 states this store would open December 2, 1922. Prior to this
building, the west half of the lot contained a etery woodframe building.

9 City directories list 4002 vacant in 1942. The next available year, 1945, lists a resident at 4002, presuhsabgcond
story, and Safeway at 4004. Later directories continue this trend.

5
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lines the top of this band, wrapping the east corner and continuing across tfagadsiA molded
stone bandacross the facadacts as theipper storywindowsills and wraps the east corndrick

pilasters frame the upp&acade; the basese decorative scrolls atop the metal cortiadividesthe

facade A heavymetalclassicalkornicelines the upper facade below the parapetraps the wesand
eastcornesand continues along the east facdde stepped parapet has metal copiitg metal finials
at the building corners. A decorative metal scoshament surmounts the centparapet wallThe

lettershi W. S Take kcexitered in the south paraj@x bays organize the east facade. The treatr
of the south bay matches the south facade. This bay contains a single window in the uppibafig&eak
by brick pilastersThe remainder of the masonry openings along this wall heegmental brick arcl
lintels and stone sillsAt the first story, the north two baysiere pedestrian entrances. The north

contains a nothistoric slab door wittnistoric decorative transgna smalldeckprovides access fror
the sidewalk to the dooBrick infills the bay to themmediatesouth of this entranc&wo short
windows pierce the wall to the south of this infilled door. These openings contain fixed wirki\osv
window bays pierce the uppstory wall to the north of the south bajhese openings conta
replacement windows; the second window from the north is a smallTimée brick chimneys ris
above the rooélong the east facad€he northfacadeis unadorned. A concrefmrch spangheentire
facade; a set of concrete steps provides acéesisgle opening pierces thneest end of the first story
this opening has segmental arch lintel and contains a door with transéinthe second story,

masonry opening pierces the east andtvemds of the wall. Thepenings also contain doors wi
transoms that lead to a nbrstoric wooderdeck (no access to the ground from this deck).

Constructed in 1922, the west half of the building (4004, Piggly Wiggly/Safeway) is a brictampe
onepart commercial block. The rectangular building has a flat roof behparapet.The original
storefrontwas first replaced i1942 wherSafeway expaded into the first story of the Stein Buildin
Today, the storefront appedosdate to the midentury Wooden mullions separatéage glass panel
above a concrete bulkheatiere isno transomand the only entrance into the building is through
Stein Building A continuous steel lintel supports a row of solider britkg span the entire facade
both4002 & 4004 a continuousetractable awning spans the top of the storeffbim¢ upper portior
of the brick facaderetains its decorative rectangular bricinner, typical of early twentieth centu
commercial buildingsA onestory concrete block addition to the noftear) of the building was
constructecit an unknown date prior to 196khe east wall of thiaddition is visibleand set back fron
North 40" Street.A pedestrian door pierces the south end of this fagade while a double garag
openingis to the north of this door. Thaisedfoundation is concrete, which is poured to crea
loading dock into thgarage arealhe north facade of the additiowhich is visible from the alley t
the north, contains no openings.

Integrity: The building at 4002004 Hamilton Street retains integrity from its association with
streetcar era of this intersection. eTbuilding remains in its original location, and the immed
surroundings remain intact. Although built separately, the two buildings were combined into
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1942, during the period of significance, to operate as a larger grocery store. Both sdctiog:
building retain a high degree of historic materials from the streetcar era. The building contribute
historic district.

4006-4008 Hamilton Street Contributing Building
(Hamilton Theater) D0O09:0327026
Photo: 6

LegalDescription:Parcel adcess is 408. Orchard Hill,
Block 3, Lot 2

Date of Construction1915°
Building Description: This (painted) brick oneart I
commercial block has three entrances and an ori
parapet. The rectangular building fills the entire parc
The south third of the building is orstory with flat
roof; the rear (northjwo-thirds ofthe building are two stes in height to accommodate the inter
two-story theater volume. This portion of the building also has a flat roof with stepped side par:

Three bays organize the south (main) facatie. center bagd006%%2) is narower than the ea$#006)
and wes(4008)storefront bays?! Brick pilasters define thisenterbay, which provides access into tl
theater. The entrance is recesbellind adoubledoormetal gateThe main entrance into the buildit
is up a set of three wooden steps, and the éntsyhas mosaic tileT1-11 siding covers the remaind
of the bay arectangular openingear the top of the sidingxposesa leaded glas§.he east and we:
bays of the building mirror each othé&ach features a central recessed entry completehgtbric
wood door withglass upper paneaind tiled entry flogrthe transormappear intacfthe westdoor and
transom are taller than the east due to grade chahfe)outer storefrontsf each bay feature

replacement storefront system with verticiVided display window ah simulated transomeach
storefront system resttop a angledbulkhead which are both covered in secondary sidiftr11

siding completely coversg inner storefronts of each hagprrowrectangular openings within the sot
facing siding exposeéecorative glaspanels Decorative brick pilasterBank theentirefacade.The
upper facade above the storefront level featooeseled brickabove the east and west storefront b
Above the center bay, the parapet is slightly raised withded terra cottdetail; below the parapet
thecorbeledorick wall features a central geometric pawéh evidence of a former sigexposednon

face brick is centered within thveall where a gn may have been previously attached

The north twethirds of the building s east and west ,dsadjaantmiklings dc
not extend north to the alleBrick pilasters divide the wallgto five bays; each bagatures a single
arched masonry opening with concrete sills, and some windows are covered. The northernmao

PYAaBui | di n gmé&ha DailyiBe¢s3 Fébruary 1915): 12.
11 sanborn maps indicate this is a historic condition.
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eachwall features asingle rectangular window in the upper facade. On the walt a garage dool
openingwith pedestrian entrance to tbeuthpierces the ground level of the north b&jfay tile coping
caps the stepped parapet walls.

Thebrick north facade abuts the north alley. This wall has no parapet masonry window opening
pierce the upper facade wall at the east and west Guierete block infills a former garage dc
openingat east end of the ground levisvo small windows are located at the top of this concrete b

Integrity: The Hamilton Theater building retains integrity from its association with the streetasr
this intersection. The building remains in its original location, and the immediate surroundings
intact. Although some of the south facade is covered witkhmginric material, the building continue
to convey its historic design by retainingesistorefront entrances and a center entrance into the tr
Further, the ornate parapet, a charadefming feature of the building remains largely intact. -
replacement storefronts are generally compatible with storefronts from the period fiéangei, and
other nonrhistoric alterations appear to be reversible. The building contributes to the historic dis
40104012 Hamilton Street Contributing Building
D009:0327-027

Photo: 7
Legal Description: Parcel address is 4012. Orcha
Hill, Block 3, Lot 3

Date of Constructionca. 192#%
Building Description:This onepart commercial block| =
has a tall, shaped parapet, flat roof, and two storefro
The onestory brick (painted) building has a near
square footprint; it spans the width of its Ibtt only [ = : -
coversthe south thirebf the parcelThe east storefront (4018)flush W|th thefacade a single wooder
pedestrian door is at the east end ofvle@denstorefront while four evenly spacelisplay windows
with centered horizontal munsrextend to the west of the door. The windows sit atop of a t
bulkhead slightly inset from the surrounding brick of the facade. A historic transom surmou
storefront systema vent is centered in the transoamd a retractable awning spansstaefront. The
west storefront baf4012)featuresa centeredecesseentry with tiled floorand angled sidewallshe
door appears to be historic. The storefront display windows are covered with Sidingand sit atop
brick bulkheadsA historic transom with center vent spans the entire storefront spétéms bay The

12 A two-story brick livery first appears at this locatiavith a similar footprint, in the 1890 Sanborn and remains in place

through at least 191&igures3 through  No known newspaper references suggest whether the existing building replaced

the circa 1890 building or was extensively remodeled. The 1926io#gtory does not list either 4010 or 4012, not even
stating fivacant, 0 but the 1928 <city directory i &kissthe fir
coupled with the physical character of the facade, seems to indicade1®2@s date of construction, at least for the facade.

8
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upper wallfeatures ahaped parapet with geometric brick motifs within the wall itSe¥fnarrow brick
chimney rises from the south center of the rddfe north wdlis brick, but it is obscured fron
observation on the alley side by a wood privacy fence enclosing an open lawitadheanorth end o
the parcel, north of the privacy fence, the parcel is paved for parking.

Integrity: The building at 401:@012 Hamilton Street retains integrity from its association with
streetcar era of this intersection. The building remains in its original location, and the imn
surroundings remain intact. Although some of the south facade is covered witistorit material,
the building continues to convey 1its hist
storefront is likely intact behind the secondary siding. The ornate parapet, a chdeéioiag feature
of the building remains largely intact. &lbuilding contributes to the historic district.

40144016 Hamilton Street Non-Contributing Building
(Walnut Garage) D0O09:0327028
Photo: 8

Legal Description: Parcel address is 4016. Orcha
Hill, Block 3, Lot 4

Date of Constructionca. 1922
Building Description: This onepart brick (painted) ji§
commercial block has a shaped parapet, aeekip :
roof behind the parapet, and a rectangular footprint
covers the entire parcel. Three bays organize the s
facade, antirick piers separate the bays. Teater and
east bays argarageopeningsand feature noihistoric
overhead doorsa portion of the east end of the east bagnidosedConcrete block complete fillhi¢
west bay this block infill was installed between March and July 2@(ck piersdefine the edges c
the facade, and thehallow parapet is shaped; a rectangsigrboard is centered within the bric
parapetThe west facadday faces an empty paved Idistorically, a woodframe building occupiec
the south end of that pargcels aresult,the south third ofhe Walnut Garage has no openimgsthis
side of the buildingThenorth twothirds of this wallcontains six masonry openings. The south two
brick-arch openings with covered window#ree garagepeninggierce the walld the north of these
and the northernmost opening is another brick arched window (covérteslisible portion of the
north end of the east wall contains a single gaogpgamingwith nonthistoric overhead doofhe north
facade abuts the alley. This brick wall has a stepped parapet with clay tile coping. A historic
openingwith historic doors pierces the center of this wRlick infills two arched masonry opening
to the east of this dooffo the westthree arched openings pierce the wHie center opening is
pedestrian door that is flanked by windowssquare brick chimney rises from the east side of the |

Lo es
—.

B This parapet is concrete block with brick veneer, as observed from the alley.
9
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Integrity: The Walnut Garage retaissme aspects of its histortegrity. Thebuilding remains in its
original location. Although the building to its west is no longer standing, this brick building he
define the substantial masonry commercial cluster. Alterations to the south facade primarily
material changeand the mfill of one garage bay.He historic use of this building remaievident with
the other twogarage openings. The buildiogrrently does natontribute to the historic districlue to

the infilled garage bayf a compatible storefromeplacesthenewnf i I | , t he bui
be reevaluated.
13241330 North 40" Street Contributing Building

Photos:1, 2, & 9

Legal Description: Par c e | addr ess
Subdivision, Lot 1

Date of Constructionca. 1896*

Building Description: This brick twastory building is 4
the oldest in the district. The building anchors V

southwest corner of Hamilton and NortH™treets and & 2

faces east onto North %0Street. This twepart e

commercial block features modest stylistic referente —
to late nineteenth century Classical Revival, includingnice line with dentils, brick corbelingnd
decorative elements on the metal storeffaarhing The east facade symmetricalvith two storefronts
at the first story and six windows at the second starkiistoric metalstructuralsystemframes anc
organizes the first stpr an iron beanwith rosette anchor tiespans the facade, separating the -
stories;a square, fluted ironolumn supports theorth and south corners as well as the center o
building; and smaller square ir@molumnsto the north and south of the center coluseparatesingle
doors to the upper story from the two storefromtse southstorefront (1324has a recessed entry dc
with transom at its north end; the door is wood frame with center glass panel. To the south of tt
thestorefront appears to date to rtientury: a brick bulkhead suppopisite glass windows divided k
narrow mullions. T111 siding covers the transom lev&he tvo doors centered in the facade ret
their historicdoubletransomsT1-11 siding covers the doors themselvEse materials and design ¢
the north storefront (1330natcheghe south storefrdrwith the exceptin thatit contains arecessec
cornerentry angled to face northeashe six windows in the upper story are anerones with stormr
windows and stone sills and lintels.

The north fagade shares similar design details with the east f&paeléays organize this facade. T
east bay consists tfe corner entry and no opening in the wall abd¥e center three bays each he¢

14 City directories first list occupants in this building in 1897 with O.H. Wirth, druggist, in 1330 and AlexandereCla
grocer, at 1324. Between 1892 and 188th is listed at 1224 N. 40 which in the 1890 Sanborn is a house; between 1895
and 1896, Clark is listed at 1222 N."4®y 1897, thehouse next to this building is addressed as 1320. This may indieate th
address numbers changed, and the building was in place by 1892.

10
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a circular masonry opening at transom level withdow and oneverone windows directly above
the second storylhe west bay containsdoor at the first story; the threshold is raised above grc
level, as the grade slopes down to the west. This door retains its historic transom and stameriat
overone window pierces thgecondstory wall above this doorAt the second story, brick pilaste
corresponding to chimneys, separate baysaodgwo and bays three and four; two additional chimr
riseabovethe parapet level along this wall.

The south facade is partially obscured by the neighboring hdughost sign advertising variot
grocery product§ills the east end of this walkive unevenly spaced windows pierce the second si
these masonry openings have segmental brick lintels and stone sills; the parapet wall steps dc
westwith four chimneys risingabovethe parapet

The west facadéaces the alley. Six bays organize this facade at both stories. The masonry o
have segmental brick arch lintels and stone gilishe first story, the north, center two, and south k
contain wndows with fouroverfour sashes. Doors with transoms fills the other two hstythe seconc
story, oneoverone windows fill the north, center two, and south bays. The other openings fol
contained doors that accessed a porch (not extant); plyvavedscthese openings.

Integrity: The building at 1324330 North 48 Street retains integrity from its association with
streetcar era of this intersection. The building remains in its original location and creates a et
defining anchor to the commercial district. Despite material alterations at the storefrentthe\
building continues to convey its historic commercial associations through the retention of con
storefronts, and the applied siding can be removed. The building contributes to the historic dist
40094013 Hamilton Street Non-Contributing Site

Photo:4

Legal Description: Shares a grcel with 1324 N 40" Street Occupies the west portion & h a v
Subdivision, Lot 1

Building DescriptionThe land to thénmediatewvest 0f13241330 N. 48 Streetcontains trees, shrub
and some@round cover. In circa 1926, a es®ry concrete block building with brick face occupied
north half of this nowacant portion of the lot. These buildings remained in place at least through
as shown on the Sanborn map from that yeégufe 6). Their date of demolition is currently unknow
Integrity: This site does not retain historic integrity. This portion of the lot was occupied by bui

A

that were in place during the districtds p
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14061408 North 40" Street Contributing Building

DO09:032°#053

Photo: 10
Legal Description: Parcel address is 1406. Shares
parcel with 141€1412. Orchard Hill, Block 3, Lot 1, a
irregular portion of the north portion of the lot describy
as north 76.4 east 29 feet, north 76 east 11.7 weg
feet, and north 68.7 west 8.3 feet. This is theth;
building on the parcel. -
Date of Constructionca. 1924°
Building Description:This apartment building is like*==s
the one to its immediate north but was butiver a
decade later. Theectangulabrick (painted apartment blocks symmetrical with a flatoof behinda

parapet. Théuilding faces east onto North®@8treet. Both the first and second stories have four

each withthe masonry openindsaturingstone sills and heavy stone linted the first story, the cente
two bayscontainentrances; the north and south bagmtainoneoverone windows aslo the four
upper baysA partialonestory brick porch with hipped roabvers the entrances; concrete steps
brick wing walls provide access up to the doors. A masonry opening ptaecesick foundation or
either side of this centered porch. The building is utilitavigth simple brick ornamentation such

solider brick courses that separate the foundation from the first story and extend across the fac.
sill level of boththefirst and second stories; the parapet wallgiagple geometric brick patterning.

The south facade contains no openings, anchdinth wall abuts the apartment building to the not
The rear (west) elevatidaces a narrowpaved portion of the parcebix bays organize the first stor
the north, center two, and south bays are windows (replacements) while the others are doors
to a concretetoop that runs the length of the facade. Two windows pierce the second story ol
end of the wallbrick infills two center opening$Vindow wellsprovide access to openings within t
foundation wall All masonry openings have stone sills and segmental brick arch lintels.

Integrity: This apartment building retains historic integrity fromassociation with the streetcar era
remains in its historic location and remains a transitional structure between the commercial b
to the south and the singlemily dwellings to its north. Despite replacement windows and doors
building retins its historic design as an early twentieth century apartment building. The bt
contributes to the historic district.

5 These apartments do not appear on the 1918 Sanborn map. The first city directory to list these addresses is 1925.
12
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14061408 North 48 Street Contributing Building

D0O09:0327054

Photo: 10 :
Legal Description: Parcel address is 1406. Shares
parcel with 141€1412. Orchard Hill, Block 3, Lot 1, a
irregular portion of the north portion of the lot describg
as north 76.4 east 29 feet, north 76 east 11.7 weq
feet, and north 68.7 west 8.3 feet. This is thetmg
building on the parcel.

Date of Constructionca. 190%°
Building Description: This apartment building is
similar to the one to its immediate south but was by
over a decade before. The rectang(tainted)brick
apartment block is symmetrical with a flat roof behagarapet. The building faces east onto Nc¢
40" Street. Both the first and second stories have four &agis with the masonry openings featur
stone sills and heavy stone lintels. At thestfistory, the center two bay®ntain entranceswith

replacement doorshe north bays aoneoverone window(replacementas are the four upper bay
At the first story, the south bagtains its historic twavertwo window; although, the upper munts
missing A partialone storyporch withwooden Classical columns ahigpped roof covers the entrance
concrete steps with brick wing walls provide access up to the doors. A masonry opening pie
brick foundation on either side of this centered porch. The building is utilitarian with simple
ornamentation such aslider brick courses that separate the foundation from the first story and
across the facade at the sill level of btitafirst and second storie$he parapet has corbelled bri
patterning

The northfagcade contains no openings, and sbathwall abuts the apartment building to theuth

The rear (west) elevation faces a narrow, paved portion of the parcel. Six bays organize the fii
the north, center two, and south bays are windows (replacements) while the others are doors
to a concrete stoop that runs the length of the facade. Two windows pierce the second story
end of the wall; brick infills two center openingaiindow wells access the openingsvithin the
foundation wall All masonry openings have stone sillklasegmental brick arch lintels.

Integrity: This apartment building retains historic integrity from its association with the streetcar
remains in its historic location and remains a transitional structure between the commercial b
to the sath and the singiamily dwellings to its north. Despite replacement windows and doors

16 Advertisement irDmaha Daily Be€24 December 1908): 7 stats that Wilti Stein received a building permit for a
Adouble brick dwelling, $4,000.0 The brickrFiglmai4d. | di ng i s f
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building retains its historic design as an early twentieth century apartment building. The b
contributes to the historic district.

District Integrity
The commercial cluster at the intersection of North'4®d Hamilton streets retaimstegrity from its

associations with the Omaha Streeteemrand meets thentegrity requirements described in the cover
document’ The northwest and southwest corners aghared by twestory masonry buildings, and the
onestory buildings to the west provide a cohestreetscapel his commercial cluster fronts the primary
streets on which the streetcar ran, and all buildings within the district were constructed wilieetoar
era. The commercial cluster retains its historic density and mas3thgr than the removal of one
building, the commercial district remains highly irtta8uildings remain in their historic locations within
their historic setting within a predunantly residential area of Omat@verall, the buildings retain their
historic materials and design

Y"Lenhausen & Loweghl ComméStciaét ®Dav89 opment in Omaha, o F
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
6al Ny a&-¢é Ay 2y S criteNd qadilits the 2
property for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that
- have made a significant contribution to
the broad patterns of our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of
persons significarin our past.
Property embodies the distinctive
characteristics of a type, period, or
method of construction or represents the
work of a master, or possesses high
artistic values, or represents a significar
and distinguishable entity whose
components lack individual distinction.
D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield
information important in prehistory or
history.

Criteria Considerations
6al Nl &-¢ Ay lFif (GKS o02ESA
Property is:
A Owned by a religioumstitution or used
for religious purposes.
B Removed from its original location.
C A birthplace or a grave.
D A cemetery.
A reconstructed building, object, or
E structure.
F A commemorative property.
G Less than 50 years of age or achieved
significance within the past 50 years.

15

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions.)

COMMERCE

ARCHITECTURE

Period of Significance
circa 18%-1955

Significant Dates
1948¢ Benson streetcar line througtistrict ended

1955¢ North 45 streetcar line ended

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above.)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Guth, Joseph P.

Stockham, William E.
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Statement of Significance SummaBaragraphprovide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance,
applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any applicable criteria considerations.)

The Orchard Hill CommerciaHistoric District (District) in Omaha, Douglas County, Nebraska is
significant at the local level and eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places under the
fiStreetcailEra Commercial Development in Omaha, Nebrasiaver documentThe dstrict is eligible

under Criterion A in the area Gommercend under Criterion C in the areafothitecture It is an extant
example of the Ofine Commercial Cluster property type defined within tlewer document® The
Orchard Hill CommerciaHistoric District developed in association with the Orchard Hill residential
development established by Clifton Mayne in 1886. As part of a scheme to lure buyers to the area, Mayne
ensured a streetcar line would service the area soon after its plattaegc&t service commenced in 1887
and served the district for sixgight years. During this periothecommercial resources concentrated at
the intersection of Hamilton and North®étreets provided a variety of goods and services to support the
surrownding residentiatommunity The period of significance rca 1896, capturing theapproximate
construction date of the earliest exthatlding, through 1955, the year the streetcar route ceased operation
through Orchard Hillthus ending the streetassociation of this small commercial cluster

Narrative Statement of Significang@rovide at leasbne paragraph for each area of significance.)

Founding and Early Years

TheOrchard Hillplat was first established in 1886 when real estate develofiien®. Mayne acquired

almost all the land on the north side of Hamil®tneetbetween 38 and 4%! streetsin April 1887,the

city annexed this plads part of a significardity boundaryincreasehat generallyextended northo the
boundary with Florence, west tdorth 48" Street and south to the boundary with South Omaha.
Hamilton Streetserved as the southern boundary of the plat while Seward Street formed the north
boundary two blocks to the nortRigure 7).2° Mayne quickly encouraged the immediate development of

the area. A March 1886 advertisement placed irtthmaha Daily Begp r omi sed fAextr emel
and easy termso to those who s?blutgehsametadvertisement d r
Mayne noted he would build his own $15,000 residenceadnd o zen f i ne houseso f
Building Association to provide a good start for the development and further entice potentiaPblnyers.

®lenhausen & o u g hl i n -erafCG&mmereia Dewedopment in OmahB39-F43.

®The 1887 annexation was through ordinance 1310, which w
6Growth of the City. 060 1981, Av aivétiantkCbnemissianom Omaha Land ma
https://landmark.cityofomaha.org/article/396ap

20 Baist Real Estate, 1918heet 14. The southwest corner of this rectangular area was excluded from the Orchaad Hill
and platted separately as Dennetés Subdivision. Seward w

21 AdvertisementOmaha Daily Be€10 March 1886)7.
22 pdvertisementOmaha Daily Be¢10 March 1886)7. Equivalent to approximately $411,886 in 2020 currency.
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addition to firarcial incentives, Mayne utilized éhpromise of a future streetcar route on Hamigtreet
in the coming year to attract buyéss.

Mayne was well suited to make such a promise. In 183jbined Erastus Benson, founder of the
independent municipality of Benson to the northwest, and W.L. McCague to form the Benson Motor
Railway Company to promote real estate investment in Be¥istime Benson Motor Railway route ran
from the intersection o€uming and 38 streets west along Cuming, before turning north at North 40
Street and continuing to Hamilton Str¢Etgure §.2° The route then continued west on Hamil@neet

to Military Avenue before heading northwest to Benson. Service begangnsf&l887and provided a

link between Benson and Omaha, then two separate municip&ifibs. southwest corner of Hamilton
andNorth4ffst r eet s was p |-Bivisibngudt oree smonfibbferastreetcaBservice begdn

Despite early financlanducements and the establishment of a streetcar route, most lots fronting Hamilton
Streetremained empty by 1898 Five onestory commercial buildings aretwo-storybrick livery were
present that yegFigure 4).2° Most were concentrated at therthwestcorner of Hamilton and North 0
streets. Three dwellings and one church were located on the south side of Hatreléphoweverthese
buildings were outside the Orchard Hill plat.

Early 20" Century

The turn of the century marked theginning of a transformative period for the commercial district at
Hamilton and North 40strees. In 19®, a twostory brick commercial building designed by local
architect Joseph P. Guth replaced astoeywood-framebuilding at 4002 HamiltoStreet William Stein

operated a grocery store at the addrssyears later, Stein constructed A dou bl e banthe k b u
north half of the 10{14101412 North 40" Street)*°

2i Ohar d GiiahalDailp Beels May 1886)9.

24 Omaha Landmarks Heritage Preservation Commisgioh Compr ehensi ve Program for Hi st
(1980} 46.

25 RichardOrr, O&CB: Streetcars of Omaha and Council Bluftaimaha: R. Orr, 19986.
26 Omaha annexed Benson1917
2" Douglas County Engineer, Land Survey Records.

28 SanborrFire Insurancéap, Omaha, Nebraska, 1890, Volume 2, Sheet 133. The Sanborn Map only covers the
westernmost block of the plat located between Northadtl 40 streets. Only the southern half of the block is represented.

2% One additional onstory commercial building occupied the northeast corner of Hamilton and Néttirdds, however
this corner is not included in the Orchard Hill plat. None of the comial@esources present in 1890 are extant.

30%Advertisement irDmaha Daily Be€24 December 1908): This building is pictured on th#910 Baist Real Estate Map
and thel918 Sanborn Map. The adjacent similar building, 14068 North 48 Street is not.
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In 1915, a onestory brick commercial building replacethe onestory woodframe combined
storeflwelling at 40064008 Hamilton Street Omaha architect William E. Stockham designed the
building. By 1918, Sanbormaps indicate comparatively dense commercial developroertrick
buildingscharacterized the northwest cornertwé intersection while a mixture of residential and small
scale commercial buildings, interspersed with empty lots paedire statioroccupied the western two
thirds of the blocKFigure 6).3! Residential resources continued to dominate the south side of Hamilton
Streetand most of the lots within the surrounding blocks contained residences ranging frorfiesitityle
dwellings to apartment® The twestory brick building a.3241330North 40" Street ¢irca 1896) at the
southwest corner dhe intersectionvas the only commercial resource on the south side of the Hlock.

A variety of businesses were located within the district. Typical of commercial clusters pvitharily
residentiabreasthese businesses provided a mixture of goods and services to suppasidies of the
surrounding neighborhood. The 1915 city directory lists, among others, a grocery store, confectionary,
tailor, notions store, and drug stdfy 1920, theseusinesses expanded to include a shoe manufacturer
and theate?® The first chain store, a Piggly Wiggly, was established in 1922 at 4004 Hartleest,

which was constructed that yer.

The 1925 city directory indicates commercial resources occupied nearly all lots on the north side of
Hamilton Streetwhile the south side remained largely residential. As in previous years, these resources
housed a variety of neighborhood services and gjoBdsinesses included a baker, barber, two grocery
stores, the Hamilton Theater, a news publisher, café, and a watch and shoe repair shop. An additional
grocery store was listed at the southwest corner of Hamilton and Nditkte@ts. Twoautomdile

garages also occupied buildingghin this commercial clusteifhe E.J. Turnquist and Wageman & Son
garages, 4010 and 4014 Hamilt8treetrespectively, represent the spread of the automobile within
Omaha and the Orchard Hill area. Although the area éed@significantlocation on a streetcar line, the
inclusion of garages on prominent lots within the commercial cluster reflect the rise of the automobile's
popularity duringpart ofthe streetcar period.

Commercial development on the south side of Hambtreetincreased substantially the following year.
While the 1925 city directory listed only two commercial resources, the subsequent directory included
three new listings. The Hamilton Beauty Parlor (4009), Edward Bishop Cleaner (4011), and Vernne Brow

31 Sanborn Map1918,volume 4, sheets 460 and 48 fire station was gone by the 1962 Sanborn reprint.

32 Sanborn Map1918,volume 4, sheets 460 and 480 Bai st 6 s Real Estate Atlas of Suryv
33 Advertisementn Omaha Daily Be€16 September 1900):9; Sanborn Map, 1918, volume 4, sheet 460.

34 Omaha Directory Compan@@maha City DirectoryOmaha, Nebraskd:915

35 Omaha City Directory1915

36 Advertisementn Omaha Daily Be€29 November 1922):8.
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barbershop (4013) joined the commercial cluster on Ham8toget®>” Over the following two decades
commercial development on Hamilt&treetremained mostly stable. While occupants changed several
times, they continued to provide neighborhood goodssamdces such as grocery stores and barfBers.

A Safeway store replaced the Piggly Wiggly between 1935 and a8d@though auto garages had been
established in the commercial cluster in 1925, both were absent by 1935. The reason for their absence i
unknown; however a large concentration of automobile resources was listed on the neighboring block to
the west between North #and 429streets. While auteelated resources proliferated nearby, the streetcar
continued to serve this area. From 1930 thraingh1940s, the Benson and Northstfeetcatines ran

the same route from downtown Omaha to Military Avenue and NoftBt#iet. At this intersection, the

lines diverged. The Benson line continued westward to Benson while the North 45 turned north and
followed North 4%' Street to BedfordFigure 8).%°

End of the Streetcar Era

Beginning in the miel940sandfollowing the end of World War Il, streetcar service within Omaha began

to change dramaticallyrior to the warthe O&CB Street Railwagompany(O&CB Railway) began
offering bus routeand reducing streetcaervice*® Continuingthis plan after World War Jithe O&CB
Railway resumed the conversion of streetcar routes to bus service. The Benson line fell victim to this
scheme in 1948 and service was discontirfdédthough the Benson line wa® longer operationathe

North 45 lineremained in serviceThe commercial ltaracter and occupancy remained relatively stable
during this time periodThe 1948 city directory listed only two vacancies between Northa#id North

41% streets. The 1949 arahrly 1950s citydirectories reflect similar number®ccupants continued to
include grocery stores, variety stores, and similar businesses which supported the adjacent residential
neighborhoodg¢Figure 9.

Although theO&CB Railway pursued glan toconvet all streetcar lines to bus servichetstreetcar
continued to serve th@rchard Hill Commercial Historic Distrighto the mid1950s.By 1953, onlytwo
streetcarouteswere in operationn Omaha*? Both routes originated on Fam; however oneferried
passengers to Dundee while the other passed through OrcharRdtite 46 ran from North 45and
Bedford to 8' and Centenvhile the Dundee route (Route 45) looped &t 40d Harnestreetsand headed

37 These resources are not extant.
%8 R.L. Polk & Co.Omaha City DirectoryOmaha, Nebraskd9351945.

3%Motor Bus Society, IndMap of Omaha & Council Bluffs Street Railway Co. routes in March 18&@or Bus Society, Inc,
1996 reprinted in Orr, 1860maha & Council Bluffs Street Railwaylap of Omaha Street Car and Bus Syst@&CB, c.
1941.0ma ha Pu bl Frank E CadmlonaColigctionYiertical File,Folder 1 Local History Reference Room

40The O&CB Street Railway Company absorbed the Benson Motor Railway Company in 1890 during a period of streetcar
company consolidation in Omaha
41 0rr, 180.

42 0rr, 180.
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west to Dundeé® Thesefinal two routes continued to serve passengers until, 35& March 4, streetcar
service in Omaha officially ended.

Streetcar-Era Commercial Development in OmahaMultiple Property Document?4

The Orchard Hill Commercial Historic District meets thefinition of an OnLine Commercial Cluster
subtype of the Streetc&ira Commercial District property typé&.he district is located along two
documented streetcar routes (Benson Line and the NdftBt4@et Line/Route 4@hat utilized Hamilton
and North 48 streets The streethave rightsof-way of sixty-six feetand onstreet parkingThe seven
buildings that comprise the districare pedestriaroriented with zerasetbacks and the majority
historically contained commercial functioriBhe me- and twastory brick buildings date to within the

period of significance

The Orchard Hill Commercial Historic Districis locally significant in the area adfommerce The
commercial resourcewithin this district provided a variety of goods and services to support the
surrounding residenti@ommunity.The district is associated with the spread of commercial development
outside of downtown Omaha during a period of rapid growth and expansion within the city. ffioe dis
documents the path of commercial development that occurred along the streetcar route between Bensor
and Omaha. This development occurred as streetcar companies competed to be the first to provide servic
to newly established developments and continas the streetcar network proliferated. Although
occupants changed over time, the commercial resources continued to house essential businesses th
catered to the nearby residents, and the variety of businesses illustrate the evolution of commerce in the
area during the first half of the twentieth century.

As a collection, the district is also locally significant under Criterion C in the arAechitecture The

collection of buildingsrepreserd typical styles and forms of twwof-thetwentiethcentury commercial
buildings from simple Commercial Style to Queen Anrkhe overall design of the distrigrew

organically but isa representative example pfe-automobilearchitectureclusters in Omaharhe brick

building at 13241330 North 48 Street also appears to be individually eligible for its archite¢ture.

The Orchard Hill districtretains integrity andneets the registration requiremerits an OnLine
Commercial ClusterThe cluster retaingts historic densityalong a documented streetcar route. The
commercial buildings arprimarily norautorelated, andilterations to the individual resourcés not
detract from t hecominunicate itscassoctations kwithl dtréetpar ¢omnercial
development in Omaha.

BOr r 180. Although these cars ran asrep@rfadre trhoaiitam.ss h arod ch
“Lenhausen & L o-erg@dmmergial Dev@libpmentih @naaina, FFRID
4 The interior of this building has not been evaluated.
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Conclusion

The Orchard Hill Commercial Historic Distrids locally significantas an example dhe commercial
development that occurred along the Omaha streetcar netWbek first streetcar ran through the
intersection oHamilton and North 40streesin 1887 and ended in 1955; theildings dustered around
this intersection date to between circa 1896 and circa. Id®¥period of significancdegins with the
earliest onstruction datecirca 186, and closes with the end of the streetcar route, 1955.
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Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:
____preliminary determination of individual listing6 CFR 67 has been requeste_x _ State Historic Preservation Office
____previously listed in the National Register ____ Other State agency
____previously determined eligible by the National Register ____Federal agency

___designated a National Historic Landmark ____Local government

____recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # ____University

____recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # ____ Other(Name of repository

recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey #

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assignecDO0SHD24

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property 1.4 USG®Ruadrangle Omaha North, NE, 1A (2017)
Latitude/Longitude Coordinate¢See Figuré0)
Datum if other than WGS84

A Latitude 41.272695 Longitude -95.973549
B. Latitude 41.272695 Longitude -95.972705
C Latitude 41.272126 Longitude -95.972705
D. Latitude 41.272126 Longitude -95.972849
E. Latitude 41.271932 Longitude -95.972849
F. Latitude 41.271932 Longitude -95.973549

Verbal Boundary DescriptiotDescribe the boundaries of the property.)

The approximateljt.4acres comprising this historic distrigénerally follow property lines of thessociated resourceand
encompassing the following parcels: Orchard Hill Subdivision, Block 3, Lots 1}2y3R4 { K ¢ Q& Lot WIheRA GA & A 2 Y
boundary follows the centerrde of the eastwest alleyof Block JPoints A to Bbhen turns south to follow the center line

of North 40" Streetto Hamilton Street (Point C) thenrns west agairalong HamiltorStreetto a point in line with the east

side ofNorth 40" Street south of Hamilton Street (Point D) then turns soutla fmoint in line with the south property line

of 1324 North 40" Street (Point E) then turns west to follow the south property lim¢he north-south alley at a point in

line with the west proprty line of 4016 Hamiltostreet(Point F) then turns north to the point of beginning.

BoundaryJustification(Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

This boundary incorporatate mostintact cluster of commercial resourcasthis intersectiorwhere the streetcar line

utilized North 486" and Hamilton streets on its way to/from Benson and downtown Omaha. Although additional commercial
resourcesexist to the west of this cluster, their integrity precludes listing and they are further sepairatedthis

intersection by now vacant lots whetgstoric buildings previously existed.

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle Emily Lenhausen/Historic Preservation Specialist & Amanda Loughlin/National Register Cot

organization Rosin Preservation, LLC date May 2020
street & number 1712 Holmes telephone 816.472.498
city or town Kansas City state MO zip code 64108

email amanda@rosinpreservation.co&emily@rosinpreservation.com

23


mailto:amanda@rosinpreservation.com
mailto:emily@rosinpreservation.com

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 1800 OMB No. 10240018
Orchard Hill Commercial Historic District Douglas County, Nebraska
Name of Property County andState

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

1 Maps: AUSGS mapr equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
1 Sketch magor historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. Key all photographs to map.

1 Additional items:(Check with the SHPO for any additional items.)

Photographs

Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of imaafe must be 1600x1200 pixels (minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi
(pixels per inch) or larger. Key all photographs to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must

correspond to the photograph number on the photo log. §ianplicity, the name of the photographer, photo date, etc. may be listed

2y0S 2y GKS LK2G23INI LK 23 YR R28ayQi ySSR (42 0S8 tl10StSR 2y §

Photo Log

Name of Property Orchard Hill Historic District

City or Vicinity Omaha County Douglas State Nebraska

Photographer Brad Finch,-§top Photography Date Photographec July2020

Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of camera.

1.0f 10. North 40" Street, looking NNWfrom south of boundary.
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2.0f 10. Intersection of North 4@ Street and HamiltorStreet, looking Walong HamiltonStreetfrom neareast endof boundary.

3.0of 10. 4000 Block of Hamilton Streelpoking NW from SE corner of intersection
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4.0of 10. Hamilton Street, looking E from W end bdbundary.

5.0f 10. 40024004 Hamilton Street, looking NE at south facades.
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